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Welcome everyone, to the 2009-2010 school year at Trinity
Catholic School, Maine’s largest Catholic elementary school!

436 students began their school year with our annual back to
school Mass at the Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul on August 20t.
Afterward, students met their new teachers and thanks to PTO, shared
snacks while everyone socialized.

Our faculty and staff began their new school year back on Aug.
19" with a prayer service led by Fr. March and a home-made hot
breakfast cooked and served by our PTO. This excellent breakfast
kicked off our back to school meeting at which we met new Trinity team
members and reviewed our Parent/Student and brand new
Faculty/Staff Handbooks.

New members to our Trinity faculty and staff include Mr. Michael
Thomas in 5t grade, Mrs. Stacey Lagasse in our nurse’s office and Ms.
Monica Greeley in Pre-K. Additional changes include Mrs. Clark now
teaching Art, Ms. Yvette Marcoux becoming our 6t-8t grade Religion
teacher and school Religion Coordinator and Mrs. Sandy Mellette
moving to Kindergarten.

Today, our 8t graders shared Mass and lunch with Bishop
Malone over at St. Dominic Regional High School. Our students heard
an inspiring homily and visited personally with the Bishop. Thank you to
St. Dom’s and Bishop Malone for inviting us to participate in this
energizing day.

Trinity Masses will continue alternating between buildings each
week and this schedule, along with all other school events, are posted
on our school website. Our Parent/Student Handbook is also posted
here for easy reference.

This year’s school improvements include the afore mentioned
Faculty Handbook, new budget-friendly bookkeeping and
maintenance procedures, a new, larger nurse’s office, new tables in the
cafeteria with attached benches, and a new scoreboard.

PTO is holding their first general meeting on September 17t (see
below) and we kicked off our QSP fundraiser today. Our school
newsletter will continue to come home this year so Read on for
full details; check out our website and call on anyone at the school
whenever you need more information.

With God'’s rich blessings and your continued support, Trinity will
continue to provide a comprehensive educational program with
contemporary instructional methods, rooted in traditional Catholic
teachings and values.

Congratulations to each of the following students: Callie Greco, Alicia Ouellette, Meagan Ring, Jessica Alden,
Kristen Cornelio, Samantha Roy, Emily Martin, Ben Doherty, Bryanna Handlon, Nicole Robitaille, Gracie Washburn,
Nicole Rodrigue, Miranda Allen, Jennifer McLean, Nicole Latulippe, Jake Bosse and Emily Violette. Poetry by
each of these students was chosen for publication in the 2009 Pine Tree Poetry collection. Student work was
submitted through the poetry unit in our JH library. Great job students!
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As explained in this summer’s newsletter, due to lack of officer nominations last spring, this year’s PTO is being run by a
volunteer committee, with Heather Emery as the PTO liaison. PTO will hold 3 meetings this year, September 17t, January
14t and April 15t at 6:30 p.m. Please see our school website-PTO link, to volunteer. There is a volunteer position for
everyone here at Trinity!

The group has been busy this summer preparing for another year of great events. The QSP kickoff took place today at
both campuses; please encourage your children to participate in one of our largest fundraisers. ! $ %

& ( Approximately two weeks after that, the items will be arriving at school and we will need 3-4 volunteers to verify and
distribute orders. If you are available to help, please contact Heather Emery at Heather.Emery@portlanddiocese.org.

Thanks to our Welcoming Committee and to Jeanne Belleveau, Krista Brown, Ronnie Morrill, Jen St. Laurent and Lorrie
Sirois for calling all of our new families and welcoming them to the Trinity Catholic School community. Thanks to Barry and
Ronnie Morrill, Mike and Amy Doherty and Chris Soucie for welcoming the teachers back on their first day by cooking them
a delicious, hot breakfast. And thanks to Lorrie Sirios, Barbara Girardin, Krista Brown and Labadie’s bakery for bringing in
baked goods for the breakfast.

We are still in need of committee chairs for the following committees: Art, Music and Recycling. Room Parents will be
contacted by 9/11. Thanks to all who signed up to be a Room Parent at the Back to School mass. We still need 1 or 2
Room Parents for Ms. Baillargeon and Miss Poliquin’s classes. If you would like to be the Room Parent in either of these
classes, please contact Robyn Yarnevich at yarnrob@yahoo.com.

Don’t forget to check the school website for updated PTO news and welcome to another great year at Trinity Catholic!

All parent volunteers are required to complete the Protecting God’s Children course and all associated paperwork per
Diocesan mandate before volunteering at Trinity. This informative course is a mandatory, valuable tool for the protection
of our students. Upcoming courses are scheduled for:

Sept. 9, 6:00- 900 PM Dominican Conference Room at the Basilica

Sept. 14, 6:00- 9:00 Holy Family Parish Hall
Please call 777-1200 to register ahead of time for this course. Other dates are posted on our diocesan website:
www.portlanddiocese.net
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Welcome back to a fresh, new year at Trinity Catholic School. For those who
were unable to attend our Back to School Mass, | want to introduce myself. My name
is Beth Gaudet and | am the Development Director for Trinity Catholic School. I’ve
spent much of the summer researching and planning how to make Trinity as successful
as we can, to benefit our children. | am confident Trinity Catholic will continue to play
a strong role in the Community despite the current economic climate. As with any
school, involved parents and volunteers are necessary to attain goals. My goal this
year, is that we have 100% involvement from our families in our fundraising efforts. No

* contribution is too small and we can never have too many volunteers.

Some upcoming events: Our 39 Annual Golf Scramble will be held at Turner
Highlands this year on September 25%. A team registration form is available on the
Trinity website. In addition to 18 holes of golf, there are fun prizes and delicious food
throughout the day. Volunteers are also needed for the event.

St Dom’s High School and Trinity Catholic will be co-hosting our first wine
tasting dinner at Fishbones Restaurant. Advanced tickets are required and space is
limited. If you wish to attend, please contact me to schedule a reservation.

This month | want to give special recognition to the St. Mary’s Hospital
Marketing Department. They have spent many hours designing and printing a lot of
information for Trinity and on top of all of the time, they have also provided the
cardstock and paper. As a result of recent mailings, we have 5 new families that have
joined Trinity and are confident there will be more to come.

The referral program is still going strong. By referring even one 1st-8t grade
student, current families may be eligible for a $500 tuition credit.

My door is always open for questions or thoughts. | look forward to meeting
the parents behind the kids of Trinity! | may be reached at the elementary school or
via email at Elizabeth.gaudet@portlanddiocese.org.

9/2 QSP kickoff & 8t grade
visit to St. Dom’s HS

9/7 Labor Day-no school

9/9 Protecting God'’s
Children class

9/16 Meet the Teacher Night
9/25  TCS Golf Scramble
9/30-10/1 Picture Days

Visit us online for a complete list
of all upcoming events.




8t graders are going to St. Dom’s HS today to share Mass and lunch with Bishop Malone. They will be
representing all of Trinity Catholic School. Students at the JH building will celebrate Liturgy again on
September 4th. Students at the elementary campus will celebrate Mass next on September 18t. Mass time at
both buildings is 1:30pm, this year and parents are always welcome to attend. Daily prayers at both buildings
and family Mass attendance on Sundays, in addition to our bi-monthly school Masses; play a huge role in our
students’ Religious development.
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Over the past ten years, there have been significant changes in Catholic school education in the
Auburn-Lewiston area. From 2000 to 2002 planning a new site for St. Dominic Regional High School was
conducted and a new facility constructed. Enrollment grew and St. Dominic’s began a new direction
built on a long-standing and successful tradition.

Trinity Catholic School evolved from the joining of three elementary schools in 2006-07 —

St. Peter/Sacred Heart School, St. Joseph School and Holy Cross School. Presently situated on two

campuses, projected enrollment indicates the potential need for a unified elementary program at only

one site.

In the past two or so years, these two schools, like many others in our Diocese and around the
country, are facing immediate challenges of maintaining a sustainable enrollment, balancing budgets,
and raising sufficient revenue. As a proactive initiative, the diocesan Catholic Schools Office is leading a
planning study to look to the future of Catholic school education in this area of the Diocese, including
enrollment, finances, facilities, and the potential for a new model of grade configuration to better serve
this area. St. Michael Catholic School in Augusta and St. John Catholic School in Brunswick will also be
part of the planning process since they send students to St. Dominic. To assist our Superintendent,

Sr. Rosemary Donohue, we have engaged the services of Meitler Consultants, a nationally-known

consulting firm that conducts planning with Catholic schools across the country.
The planning process involves several objectives:

1. Assess the current state and experience of the four Catholic schools by means of analyzing

community demographics, sources of enrollment, parish data, and financial data.

Evaluate school enrollment trends and develop projections for the future.

3. Assess the financial situation of St. Dominic Regional High School and Trinity Catholic School to
understand the current experience and anticipate the future.

4. Identify and evaluate possible options, including different grade configurations, in an effort to
determine an efficient and effective means of providing quality Catholic education that remains
competitive and sustainable. There are no plans at this time to change how any of the four schools
are structured. We are simply looking at possibilities at this time.
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One step in the planning process is to conduct a market research survey to solicit opinions, insights and
preferences of school parents and parishioners regarding our schools. In this way you will assist us in
moving forward and planning appropriately. The survey will be mailed to all families with children enrolled
in the four schools, as well as a sample of parish families who do not have children enrolled in one of the
Catholic schools. If you receive a survey in the mail, we ask that you take ten minutes or so to complete
and return it, even if you do not plan to enroll your child at a Catholic school.

We ask for your support and prayers as this planning process progresses, that our Lord will continue to
bless our efforts.

Religion: 6t-8th grade students have been working very hard and all classes will be taking their Chapter 1 tests very soon. They
have also been involved in some interesting activities and discussions. Students are signing up to become altar servers, lectors at
the Masses, and readers for Morning Prayer. Mass dates and retreat dates are set up for the year and preparations are under
way.

The TC junior high science classes are in full swing. Many classes have been in our well-equipped lab. Sixth, seventh, and eighth
graders are in the midst of learning / reviewing the skills of scientific inquiry. They are also designing and carrying out their own
experiments.

During September the sixth grade will be learning about the Earth’s surface, its landforms, latitude and longitude, computer
mapping, and topographic maps. Seventh grade students will be learning about cells, their structure, function, and processes,
photosynthesis, respiration, and cell division. Eighth graders will be measuring volume, length, mass, and temperature using the Sl
system. They’ll also be learning about atoms, elements, the Periodic Table.
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Girardin and Brenda Linck.

Thanks to a few dedicated volunteers, we were able to earn over $1K at our
used uniform sale/swap back on August 17th and 18t. Dozens of parents
took advantage of our sweet deals and many swapped uniform items they
no longer need. Used uniform items are always needed and can be
dropped off in the office anytime. Thank you to everyone who volunteered
at this event: Terri Chizmar, Missy Moreau, Amy Doherty, Ronnie Morrill, Barb
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We are looking for 3-4
parent volunteers to serve
on this committee with Sr.
Cecile, Mrs. Moreau, Mr.
Thomas, and Mrs. Slonina.
The goal of this committee
is to review current uniform
policies and make
recommendations to our

Thank you NCLB and
Lewiston School Dept.
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school administration. This Planning is in full swing for this year’s retreats. Our Religion Committee has assembled,
committee will meet on the chosen the dates, confirmed the theme of each retreat and now needs your help. Please
3d Wednesday of each consider volunteering to help at your child’s retreat. It promises to be a very special day
month, beginning on Oct. with your child. See the enclosed flyer for dates and details.

21st, from 3:15 - 4:15 in the
elementary library. Please
submit your name to the
office if you are interested
and you will be contacted.
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Trinity Catholic School and Maine Catholic Schools continue to take seriously,
the protection of our students, staff and community by diligently adhering to the
recommendations of the Maine CDC/DHHS for residential schools. Please consider
what you can do to keep from getting sick and spreading flu. Families, students,
and school staff can keep from getting sick with flu in three ways:

- Practicing good hand hygiene. Students and staff members should wash
their hands often with soap and water, especially after coughing or
sneezing. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are also effective.

Practicing respiratory etiquette. The main way that the flu spreads is from

person to person in the droplets produced by coughs and sneezes, so it’s

important to cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or
sneeze. If you don’t have a tissue, cough or sneeze into your elbow or

shoulder, not into your hands.

Staying home if you’re sick. Keeping sick students at home means that they
keep their viruses to themselves rather than sharing them with others.
When exhibiting flu-like symptoms, students will be sent home and asked to

remain 24 hours after symptoms depart.

Trinity Catholic School will inform parents of new information, concerns and
recommendations as they become available. To stay informed, anyone may visit:

www.flu.gov

*  Maine Catholic Schools is currently making arrangements to have the vaccine
administered throughout our schools, state-wide. Additional information will be

shared with school families when it is available.
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You may have heard or seen that
we had our very own bee hive ON
the elementary school building.
Twice, before school began, |
discussed our bees with professional
bee keepers and was assured that
students were absolutely safe.

Removal was scheduled and took
place last Friday evening and all
went well.

The entire hive, along with the
queen, was relocated to a more
appropriate location. Thank you Mr.
Bee Keeper!

Thank you parents and students for
your concern for our bees! | have
requested some of the honey and
will let you know if we get any.

Mr. Yarnevich
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In an effort to economize, our Hot Lunch program has changed.
Our menu has been streamlined, but now includes more student
favorites. Prices have risen to $2.50 per meal and still include Milk.
Extra milk is also available for $.50. Menus are posted on the school
website and the salad bars have been replaced with more
fruits/veggies included with the meal.

Mrs. Lemay, Mr. Allen and their assistants continue to work very hard
each day to provide the best meal for the price. Please contact
the office with any concerns or special needs.

All emergency cards and health forms need to be returned
by this Friday (9/4). These are extremely important for the

office. -
$ +

When paying for lunches, be sure to write the students

The 3d annual Catholic
Community Picnic was held at
Lost Valley on August 9th. Over
500 Catholics joined together
for a great day of food,
fellowship and music by the
Cornerstone Band. Trinity
Catholic School sponsored
two new events; a tug of war
contest and a 1-mile fun run.
The winning Tug-of-war team
was the Prince of Peach Parish
Life Teen, team #2. The top 3
overall winners of the 1-mile
fun run  were Matthew
Yarnevich, Therese Turmel and
Tyler Nadeau. Winner of the
10 & under age group was
Trinity’s own, Caleb Yarnevich-
congratulations to all!

name, the name of the teacher and the grade level on your
envelope or check. We already have one envelope that
came in with no name. [t just says “lunches” and the
amount is in cash. With teacher and grade we can
sometimes trace it back to the correct classroom.

Parents also need to send lunch money to the building that
their child attends. Lunch money for students in grades Pre-
K through 4 goes to the elementary campus and lunch

money for students in grades 5-8 goes to the JH campus.
Thank you.
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Attendance is crucial!

Last school year, the third graders worked very
hard during Lent to raise money for The Smile Train.
This is an organization that uses 100% of its money
to help poor children in developing countries. The
free cleft surgery takes as little as 45 minutes and
cost only $250 for each child. The child can then
go out in public and return to a life without public
ridicule. So it gives me great pleasure to announce
that with the money collected during Lent, some of
our dress down day money, and the rest from an
anonymous donor, the third graders donated a
GRAND TOTAL of $1,000! That’s helping FOUR
children get the surgery they need.
CONGRATULATIONS, third graders.
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One of the most important factors of success for students in
school is the percentage of class time they attend. Students
must be present to learn. So much learning these days,
occurs because of a student’s constant mental involvement
with the curriculum and much of this mental involvement
takes place between teachers and students and between
students in small groups. For success to occur, students must
be in class. Therefore, please schedule your appointments
outside of the school day whenever possible. And
remember, picking up your child early not only decreases
learning for them but the class disruptions decrease learning
for the other students as well.

School

Elementary Campus
17 Baird Ave.
Lewiston, ME, 04240
(207) 783-9323

Jr. High Campus
393 Main Street
Lewiston, ME, 04240
(207) 784-8811




